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4IR is é. 

-  necessary to ensure that, globalisation promotes inclusive  

   growth and development and not create greater inequality . 

-  particularly important as the fourth industrial revolution  

   begins to reshape industries and economies, creating new  

   patterns of employment, production and investment.  

-  the greatest change process human civilization has ever known.  

òWe see a country  that  has embraced the  
benefits  of  technology for  economic growth,  
social development  and for  more effective  
governance. We are producers of  knowledge and 
drivers  of  technological  progress.ó 

President Cyril  Ramaphosa 

 

President Ramaphosa on 4IR 
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×òCountries that do not anticipate and effectively 

adapt to these changes will be less competitive 

and have greater difficulty in achieving sustained 

growth and employment.  

×The clear implication for SA is that we need to 

move with greater focus and urgency to develop 

the skills, human capital, institutions and 

strategies required to seize the opportunities of 

technological change.ó 



KEY FINDINGS: FUTURE OF MANUFACTURING WORK  
 

× Results highlight a 

widening gap between  

jobs that need to be 

filled and skilled talent 

pool capable of filling 

them 

 

× Search for skilled talent ñ

ranked as no. 1 driver of 

manufacturing 

competitiveness by 

global manufacturing 

executives  

Source: deloitte.com/insights/manufacturing -skills-

gap-study 4 

Future of manufacturing: The jobs are here, but where are the people?  
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Source:Data-Stats SA, Graph-the dti 

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT PERFORMANCE 

× Estimated GDP growth 

is constantly adjusted 

downwards over the 

past 2 years 

× Structure of the South 

African economy based on 

2017 figures. 



DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION ï EMERGING FRAMEWORKS 

Digital initiatives hold the key 
to unlocking R5 trillion  of 
value in South Africa over the 
next decade (Accenture & 
WEF 2018 - Unlocking Digital 
Value for Business & Society 
in SA) 



Hard to predict digital technology uptake and impact on jobs, social security, inequality, etc.  

 

FAGERBERG, J. & SRHOLEC, M. 2017.  Capabilities, economic development, 

sustainability. Cambridge Journal of Economics, Vol. 41 pp. 905-926. 

Indicators based on 

Å Quality of research system; Patent applications  

Å R&D expenditure; ICT infrastructure  

Å Skill level of the population (literacy)  

Å Quality of the governance system  

Å Corruption in public and private sector  

Å Efficiency of government                 8 

GLOBAL TECHNOLOGICAL CAPABILITY ASSESSMENT 

Economic complexity of the South African 

Economy is decreasing 

Source: WEF, 2018 



TECHNOLOGY BASED COMPANIES 

×  The list of large 

corporations are 

now dominated by 

tech.  

× In 2008, only one of 

the 10 largest 

companies in the 

globe was 

technology-based: 

Microsoft.  

× Today, itõs seven 

out of 10, and 

three of those are 

in Silicon Valley 
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